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Not only was Sir Muttuswami foremost in the field of law, he
also took the greatest possible interest in promoting the welfare of
the Indian people. From time to time he spoke on such subjects as child
marriage, widow re-marriage and foreign travel, and encouraged refor-
mers. He was very kind and simple, always wore swadeski clothes and
was a sincere devotee of God. His bright career lent lustre to the entire
Presidency of Madras.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 11-11-1905

150. AN INDIAN VOLUNTEER CORPS

Last week we reproduced, from The Natal Witness, some questions
and answers at a political meeting in Newcastle with reference to the
liability of Indians to serve during the time of war.

Mr. Thorold urged that some arrangement should be made whereby the
Arabs and Indians should be called upon to assist in case of the calling out of
the first line of defence. It would be manifestly unfair to allow the Arabs to
sit in their stores and to do business while the Europeans were fighting at the
front.

Had Mr. Thorold known the inner working of the Government,
he would not have made the remarks attributed to him. The Govern-
ment simply do not wish to give the Indians an opportunity of showing
that they are as capable, as any other community, of taking their share
in the defence of the Colony. At the time of the Boer War, it will be
remembered, the Indians volunteered to do any work that might be
entrusted to them, and it was with the greatest difficulty that they could
get their services accepted even for ambulance work.1 General Buller
has certified as to what kind of work the Natal Indian Volunteer Ambu-
lance Corps did. If the Government only realised what reserve force is
being wasted, they would make use of it and give Indians the oppor-
tunity of a thorough training for actual warfare. There is, too, on the
Statute-book, a law for the purpose, which has been allowed to fall into
desuetude from sheer prejudice. We believe a very fine volunteer corps
could be formed from Colonial-born Indians that would be second to none
in Natal in smartness and efficiency, not only in peace but in actual ser-
vice also,

Indian Opinion, 18-11-1905

l Tide Vol. Ill, p, 129.